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Lawrence Anarchist Black 
Cross Mission Statement 

The Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross is a 
collective of anti-authoritarians dedicated 
to prison abolition and a revolutionary 
new egalitarian society based on mutual 
aid and cooperation. We focus on aiding 
and working with anarclust, class war, 
tight back, and political prisoners, but our 
work is not limited to these groups. We 
also reach out to and support social prison- 
ers We stand steadfast against all forms 
of oppression, are dedicated to the fight 
for a free society, and run or support cam- 
paigns in line with ottrvisioa 

abolitionist adj. someone who seeks to do 
away with certain institutions, particularly 
the institution of slavery. 

anarchism n the understand tng that all 
forms of domination are unnecessary and 
detrimental to die well-being of humanity 
as well as other living things The 
movement for voluntary egalitarian 
relationships m all aspects of existence, 
especially human society 
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Get the real facts about crime and 
punishment in the US today! 

The Prison Index Taking the Pvlxe ••! the ( 'rime < 'onlrol Induistn- 

is ihe first index of statistics about our nation's criminal justice system 

ever published. Containing <> 1 1 tacts and 1 7 graphs and charts, this 4S- 

page volume presents, in black-and-white, ihe state of crime control in 

America. Below is just a sample of some of the insightful and useful 

information, in easy to read index form 



Who is at the greatest risk of crime victimization? 
Who has confidence in the criminal justice system? 

Blacks are more than four times as likely as Whites to have no confidence in the criminal jusii. «• system 
When asked whether you have .1 great deal. some, or ver\ little confidence in the criminal justice wstem. what 
percentage volunteered "none"" 

Whites: 2% 

Blacks: ')"„ 

Poor people are more likely than richer people to have very little or no confidence in the criminal justice 
system. 

Percent of people reporting very little or no confidence in the criminal justice system: - 
Incomes at or over $50,000: 3 1 % 
Incomes under $20,000: 40% 

The rich are the least likely to have their homes burglarized. 

Number ol 'burglaries per 1.000 households b> household income level- 
Household income under $7,500': 67.0 
Household income between $7.500-$ 1 4,999 s : 44.2 
Household income between $50.0O0-$74. <*>"*: 24.1 
Household income $75. DIM) or mote': 23.1 

Murder rates vary greatly by race and gender. 

Number of murders and non-negligent manslaughters h\ race and gender of victim per 100.000 population. 

I VOX'; 

White females: 2.2 
White males: 6.1 
African-American females: 8.6 
African- American males - 42.1 

(Endnotes) 

' Sourcebook ot'Criminal Justice Statistics 201 I il ■<•- 2 1 1 

( .iknl.iin.il Sourcebook 200(1. Table 1 14. 

Statistical -\bslracl2n0l. Table 305 
' //..,/ 
•IbiJ 

- ibi.i 

1 IN.I 

'Statistical Abstract 2001. Table 1 15. 
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10-24 copies: SoVcopy, S3.50 shipping 
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The Prison Index 



Get the real facts about crime and 
punishment in the US today! 

The Prison Index: Taking the Pulse of (he Crime Control Industry 
is the first index of Statistics about our nation's criminal justice system 
ever published. Containing bl 1 facts and 17 graphs and charts, this 48- 
page volume presents, in black-ami while, the state of crime control in 
America. Below is just a sample of some of the insightful and useful 
iiifoimation, in casv to read index form 



The United States stands alone on high incarceration 

Incarceration rales per 100.000 population in other countries and regions 




Countries with high incarceration: 

United States 636 
Cayman Islands <>i»4 
Russia o.»8 
Belarus. 554 
Kazakhstan- 522 
Turkmenistan: 489 
Beiize- 4S9 
Bahamas: 447 
Sunname: 437 
Dominica: 420 

Median rates per region 

Western and Central A I'm. a - 50 

Southern Africa: 36- 

South America: 107 

Caribbean 297 

South central Asia, 54 

Central Asia: 426 

Southern Europe 6'( 

Central and Eastern Europe 213 

Oceania (including Australia and New Zealand) 



First World countries with low incarceration 

Australia 116 
Canada 102 
England and W ales 1 39 
Finland 59 
France 85 
Germany 96 
Iceland 38 
Ireland: 86 
Italy: 95 
Japan: 48 
Netherlands: 93 
Spain: 126 
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A Joint Project ol The Western Prison Project 
and the Prison Policy Initiative 



i Pro(«l Pi.'B 400115 Portland. OR 97240 
linn 111 . • PUB 200JS Cincniuo. OH 45:0» 



1-9 copies: S tOcopy. S2 shipping 
10-24 copies: S87copy, S3. 50 shipping 

25 or more S7 copy. S5 shipping 
Special rates for prisoners: S8 total: 



Incarcerated population on the planet': 8,750,000 

■ Percent of incarcerated population that is in the United States 2 : 22 

■ Percent of global population that is in the United States': 4.6 

■ Number incarcerated in the United States per 100,000 population': 686 

■ Percent of countries with prison populations below 150 per 100,000 national population 5 . 62.5% 

W hile the United States leads the world in caging its citizens, 
the prevalence of crime in the United States is just average. 

• Average percent of population in 17 industrialized countries that were a victim of a crime in 1 999*: 21 

• Percent of the United States who were a victim of a crime in 1999' 21 




(Endnotes) 

1 Ro\ Wjlncclv. World Pnson Population List. 

hh .-!..... p. I 

: < 'jkulmon. Ibid 

'Okublionbascd on ihc nlimaiaJ II S populMiun of 

•:t» 6411,581 jnJ ihc world population 6.265.6 16 I n 



'World Prison Population List, p I 

'/bid 

* Vm Keucrcn, I , Mayhew. P ft NmwbcciUL P (2000) Criminal Victimisation i 

Seventeen Industrialised Countries Key-findings from the 2000 International 

Crime l'i.7iml .Win Chapter .' Figure 6 

T Ibid 



Prisonsucks.com 



Pnsonsucks.com is a clearinghouse for useful, verifiable statistics about the crime control 
industry. Too often prison activists use statistics that are out of date, provided without citation or 
simply wrong. In some cases, the numbers »c need don't exist. In others, ihc facts exist but 
activists don't know where to find them. Now >ou do. Stan at prisonsucks.com. 

The site was founded in February 2001 as a private tool to keep track of prison research superior 
to a stack Of news clippings. In December of that year the site was picked up by the Prison Policy 
Initiative and considerably expanded. 

What's here and what's not 

The site has relatively comprehensive links to quality research, factsheets. books and other 
resources for researchers and activists. 

This site doesn't have much in the way of links to important news events and activist 
organizations Why? It's too much work and ifs already being done scry well by others. 
However, you can add your own links to our linj page, or use these great resources elsewhere 



• l.'.l.'V Pj 1MI : 

• Google Directory: Society - Iss ues -■ Crime and Justice - Prisons .- ( )r-jLani^uiuni> 

• Google Directory: S ociety > Issues > Crime and Justice 

• Google Directory: Society > Crime 

We also don't have much in the way of general education materials besides the fact-dice !-., and we 
don't know of any really good ones elsewhere on the net. Thai's frustrating because the common 
perception about prisons and prisoners is pretty horrible and most of what we've put on this she 
comes in at too high a level We need more stuff directed at the "prisoners have it easy" and 
"prisoners must have done something wrong" crowds. If anyone has put together a list of such 
sites and resources, let us know and we'll link to it directly, otherwise the Prison Policy Initiative 
is looking for help to develop more of these resources. In the mean lime, here are a few good 
resources: 

• Trie Tap rep Norj i rivolow I awsuiit Fifed u ; I'riaon cf 

• Crime and Prison Qui/ (CEML) (getting quite dated, but very elTcctive) 

For journalists 

• ESSfflj .in.! ilk- I': .-,•, [PDF] by Bernice Yeung. (2003) 

• Guide for J"OT U! cri minal iustict Center on Crime Communities A Culture and the 
Columbia Journalism Review (2000) 

• (iUlskifi! liV; :ni-J criminal justic e Center mi I'nnie i .immunities ,V ' 'iilture .mil the 
Columbia Journalism Review ( 1990) 

Prisonsucks.com is a project of the Prison Policy Initiative PO Box 20038 Cincinnati OH 
45220. 
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staff@prisonpolicy.org 
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Incarceration Is not 
an equal opportunity punishment. 

On June 30, 2002, there were 2.019,234 people in U.S. prisons und jails, That's a rise of 2.8% during the 
12 previous months. The average annual increase since 1995 has been 3.8%. 

As of June 30, 2002, the U.S. incarceration rale was 702 per 100,000 residents. But when you break dowrr 
the statistics you see lhat incarceration is not an equal opportunity punishment. 



Select U.S. incarceration rates: 

Whiles: 353 per 100,000 
Blacks: 2,470 pet Hhi.ihm) 
latinos: 895 per KjO.OJKJ 

Gender is an important 'filter" on the who goes to prison: 

Males: 1.309 per 100,000 
White males: 649 per 100,000 
Black males: 4,810 per 100,000 
Hispanic males: 1.740 per 100,000 

Break it down by age and race, and you can see what is going 

on even clearer: 

For Black males ages 25-29: 12,877 per 100,000 (Thai's I2".9?l ol Black men in their hue 20s!) 

Or you can make some international comparisons: 

South Africa under apartheid was internationally condemned as a racist sot iei) 
South Africa under apartheid (1993), Black adult nun: 851 per 100.000 
U.S. under George Bush (2002), Black adult men: 7,150 pet 100,000 

What does it mean that the leader of the 'free world" locks up its 

Black men at a rate 8.4 times higher than the most openly racist 

country in the world? 



Statistics as ui June 30, 2002 Mom Prison ami Jail Inmates ai Midyear 20(12 

<IhI|>://www.hjp uaioj.gov/bjs/atwtraci/pjiin02.hlin>, Tables I, 14 and 15; Calculation for rate* hy Race and for Black aduli 

men uses daia from Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear 2002 Tables 13 and 14 and Census preliminary Population estimates 

lor July 1,2002 provided by BJS; Soulh Atrica figures Iroin Americans Behind B.us The International Use- ol liu.ucci.il 

<http //■.vww.druglibr.iry .org/seh.iffer/oiher/sp/abb htm> All references to Blacks and Whites ut lor what the Bureau of 
Justice Siaiisiies and US Census refci to is "non-Hispanic Blacks" and "non-Hispanic V» rail 

Last edit: 4/14/2003 
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The Growing Corrections System 

• The inimhei of inmates in slate and federal prisons lias inereaseil nnue than six-fold from les . ihan 
200,000 in 1970 to 1,440.655 hy the end 2002 An additional 005,475 are held in local jails 

• As of June 30, 2002, the nation's prison and jail population exceeded 2 million for the first time in 
history. 

• At the end of 2002. 1 of every 143 Amencans was incarcerated in prison or jail. 

• The number ol" peisons o:i probation and parole has been growing dramatically along with 
institutional populations. There are now 6.7 million Americans incarcerated or on probation or 
parole. .1:1 increase oi more than 265 percent since I9S0 

• One in eight i I2.9 1 I.) black mates aged 25-29 were in prison or jail at midyeai 2002, as wi 

-'- ; 14. ; "..) ! Itspantc males and I in 63 (1.6%) white males in the same age group 

• Overall. 1 in 1 .056 women and I in 1 10 men were in pnson in 2002. 

• The 2002 United Stales' rate of incarceration of 701 inmates per 100.000 population is the highest 
reported rate in the world, now ahead of Russia's rate of 61 1 per 100,000. 

Who is in our Prisons anil Jails? 

• 03% ol prison inmate arc male, ? ■> female 

• Is "„ of prison inmates m 2002 were black and IS"., were Hispanic 

• 6ft%of state prison inmates in 1 997 had not completed high 

• 36% ol )nl inmates in 1996 were unemployed prior to entering jail. 

• 64% of jail inmates in 1996 had monthly incomes of tinder $1,000 in the month before iheir 
arrest. 

• 7 0"u of those sentenced lo state prisons in 199S were convicted of non-violent crimes, including 
$1% foi drug offenses, and 26% for properly offenses 

• I in 4 jail inmates in 1996 was in jail for a drug offense, compared to I in 10 in 1983; drug 
offenders constituted 21% of 1999 state prison inmates and 57% of 1999 federal prison inmates 

• Black males have a $2% chance of serving tune in prison il otm point in their lives; Hispanic 
males have a I 7"„ chance, while males have a 6% chance 



Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
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Legal 
Services for 
Prisoners with 
Children 



Women Prisoners 
Facts and Figures at a Glance 



T. women represent the fastest growing segment of prison and jail populations. Eighty live percent ot 
incarcerated women serve lime lor nonviolent crimes. In 1970. there were 5,600 women incarcerated 
n federal and slate prisons A I year-end 2000. 91.612 women were in slate or lederal prisons -6.6% ol 
I he lolal prison population John Irwin. Ph. . Vmcenf Schiraldi. and toson iiedenberg America's One Million 
Nonviolent Prisoners (Warhington. DC; Justice Policy ln:lilute. March tooc; and. Bureau ol Justice Statistics, 
Prisoners in 2000 (Washington. DC. L/S Department of Jusfrce. Aogusf 2001/. 

»#< The prison industrial complex disproportionately impacts women of color. African American women 
(with an incarceration rale ol 205 per 100.000) are more than three times a; likely as Latino women (60 
per 100.0001 and six limes more likely lhan while women (34 per 100.000) to lace imprisonment. Bureau 
ol Justice Statistics. Prisoners in 7000 (Washington. DC: US Deparfmenf of Justice. August 2001). 

,*■ The Drug War targets women and. in part e«plains the huge increase in women'-, irrprisonmenl From 

to 1994 female drug arrests incri v. ■■•■■.. » while male drug arrests increased by 55%. During this 
same period tne number ol women sentenced to -.tale prison for drug-related -rime', increased ten fold 
(from 2.370 fo 23.700) FeaeraiBoreaooflnvesltgoiion. Uniform GirneA wosiungtonOCUS 

emntenl Printing Office. \986) ana federal Bureau ol investigation 1997 Uniterm Crime Report (Washington DC. 
."•en I Panting Ollice, l^'SI 

*e Women prisoners are oflen survivors of abuse and. once incarcerated, routinely experience sexual 
harassment. Forty-lour percent ol women under correctional authority, including 57% of the women in 
slate prisons, report that Ihey were physically or sexually abused at some point in their lives. Sixty-nine 
percent ot women report thai this abuse occurred before age 18. Many women in prisons and jails in the 
Drilled Stales are victims ol sexual abuse by slalt. including male guards touching prisoner's breasts and 
genitals when conducting searches, watching prisoners while they are naked, and rape. Bureau of Justice 
men Offenders fWosWnc/fi in DC U Deparfmenfof Justice December I9C9J and Amnesty international. 
"Not Part ol My Sentence: Violations ot the Human Rights ot Women in Custody" (Washington. DC: Amnesty 

' rnferno/ionol March two; and Bureau of Justice Statistics. Incarcerated Parent: and Ther Children (Washington. DC 
rartmenlot J ' :000l 

*i The maiorily of women prisoners are molheis. An estimated 30.000 incarcerated mothers are parents to 
approximately 200.000 children under 18. African American children (7 0%) were nearly nine limes more 
likely to have ar\ incarcerated parent in prison than white children (0.8%) Similarly. Latino cnildren (2 6%) 
were Ihree limes as likely as while children to have a parenl in prison Amnesty internofinnoi. 'Not Part ol My 
Sentence Violations or toe Human Right: ol Women in Custody' ( Woshmgfon. DC. Amnesty international. March IW) 
and Bureau ol Justice Statistics. Incarcerated Parents and The* Children (Washington. DC US Department ol Justice. 
August 20001. 

x*s Evidence strongly suggests that the majority of women who kill their abusers do so as a last resort in 
defense of their own lives and/or Ihe lives ol their children. These women oflen receive longer prison 
sentences lhan men who commit similar crimes against an intimate partner National Clearinghouse lor the 
Defense ol Battered Women. 

4ie Adequate provision of medical care is one of the most pressing problems toeing women prisoners. 
Women in custody have on increased incidence of chronic health problems and unique medical 
concerns not properly addressed by a system designed primarily lor men Barriers to care include the use 
ot non-medical personnel to provide healthcare, a co-payment system that requires prisoners to pay for 
medical services, frequent delays in medication relills. diagnostic resting i md fellow -up treatment, failure to 
provide preventative care and a shortage ol qualified medical professionals. Amnesty international. "Not 
Port of My Sentence. Violations ot the Human Rights ot Women m Custody" (Woshmgfon DC. Amnesty International. 
March 1999). 
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The Facts About Crime 

1. In the past 30 years, crime rates have fallen dramatically. 

While there is 3 widespread public perception that crime rates have skyrocketed, the realitv is that from I970-I994, violent crime 
rates remained rcnurkablv >tablc Since I994. violent crime has fallen In fact violent crime in '000 was at its lowest level ever 
recorded ' Prupertv irime has been on a steady decline since I *>7 J 

2. Violent crime constitutes only 4.6% of arrests in the US.' 

Even within rhis "violent" category, the actual physical violence is often overstated. The vast majority of violent crimes are 
assaults where one pei .mi lui . . i .laps another or makes a verbal threat. Only about .'O percent of the victims of violent crime 
nationally went to a hospital emergency room.* 

3. In the past 30 years, the murder rate has NOT steadily increased. 

In fact, the murder rate in this country dropped 44"o from I980 to 1 999 and is now the lowest it has been since 1966/ 

4. Every year an inmate spends in prison costs taxpayers an average of $22,000. 

As prisoners get older, the cost of maintenance rises, ultimately reaching an average of $69,000 per year for those over the age of 
liftv live. A study by a Stanford University professor estimated that the cost of a life term for an average California prisoner is 
$1.5 million." 

5. 2.1 million Americans are currently incarcerated. 

Slate and federal prisons hold I 3 million people, local jails hold 63 1 .240, and I OS 96J arc held in juvenile facilities The 
remainder arc in INS ierriiori.il military or other facilities. This number is triple what it vvas in I9S5 ( 700.000 1. In addition 

there arc 4 6 million persons on probi I M parole bringing the total i" 6 ] million i itizens — over > percent ol the adult 

population— under the supervision of the criminal justice system 

6. Locking up more offenders for longer periods of time docs not significantly reduce the 

crime rate. 

Academic research has sliown little or no correlation between rates of crime and the number of people in prison. States with high 
rales of imprisonment may or may not have high rates of crime, while states with low rates of crime may or may not have high 
rates of imprisonment. North Dakota and South Dakota, which are virtually identical in terms of demographics and geography, 
provide an example South Dakota imprisons its citizens at more than twice the rate of North Dakota . but crime between the 
states is roughly the same" and has been for decades. Nationally, the fact that the prison population has quadrupled and there are 
still about 12 million crimes" reported each year should further illustrate the point that we can not incarcerate-away the crime 
problem. 

7. Prisons and the fear of crime are becoming one of America's 
biggest growth industries. 

In 2001 . federal, state and local governments spent an estimated $49 billion on corrections. The crime control portion of the 
police and judicial budgets is an estimated $51 billion ," Private security costs $104 billion." 1 Combine the prisoners and the 
cruiie-fighters and you have I"., ol the L '.S workforce consumed b\ this industn 

— American Friends Service Committee, 

Arizona Area Criminal Justice Program hitp://\vww .afsc.or^az.hlm 

& Prison Policy Initiative htt p://wwwpnso npolicY.oig 

List update: 8/MV02 
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1 US Department ot Justice. Buteau ot Justice SlaliMicv (he 

viewrj .\ufusi 12. 21)02 
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Get the real facts about crime and 
punishment in the US today! 

The Prison Index Hiking the Pulse of the Crime Control Industry 
is the first index of statistics about our notion's criminal justice system 
ever published Containing 6 1 1 facts and 1 7 graphs and charts, this 48- 
page volume presents, in black-and-white, the state of crime control in 
America Below is just a sample of some of the insightful and useful 
information, in easy to read index form. 



Why does prison building continue as crime drops? 

Incarceration grew rapidly in the 1990s, approaching almost 2 million adults in prison or jail hy 2000 

•Growth in the number of prisoners and jail inmates, 1994 to 2000 ': +-439,121 
While prison populations soared, crime was actually falling. 

As measured by arrests for "Index crimes" lenities considered serums and tracked stall ;ticallv bv the FBI) crime 
has been falling ever) ycai since 1994 ■ |1 K . murdei rale has been l.illin: nice l'''< 

•Number of arrests for index crimes per IQO.oni) population, 1994'': I. M.S. 4 

•Number of arrests ii>i index crimes per luo.OOo population. 200f> 821.8 

•Number of murders per 100,000 populanon. I994»: 9.0 

•Number of murders per 100,000 population. 2(XX)': 5.5 
Public perceptions contradict the fact that crime is falling. 

Crime has been declining for 6 years in a row, but for 5 of those years most Americans thought en me was on the 
increase. In 2000, almost half of the public thought that crime was increasing. 

•Percentage of people belie\ing that crime in the US was nsing, 1990* 71 

•Actual change in arrest rate for index crimes, 1995 to 1996°. -5.1% 

•Percentage of people believing tliat crime in the U.S. is rising, 2000": 47 

•Actual change in arrest rate for index crimes, 1999 to 2000" -6.6% 
II asked about crime in their local area, the public's perception are less likely to be wrong. 

•Percentage of people believing that crime in their local area was rising, l°9o ,: : 46 

■I't-ii i nl.ive "I people believing that < nine in llieu local area was rising 2000' ' '4 
The cost of the criminal justice system is "rowing. 

•Public expenditures on cnminal justice, 1994": SI 03 billion 

•Public expenditures on criminal justice, 2000' $153 billion 
If crime is declining, why might people believe it is growing? 

•Percent of public that forms opinions about crime based on what they see or read in the news"': 82% 



(Endnotes) 
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1-9 copies: SlO/copy, S2 shipping 
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Since 1980 the number of women in prison has increased at nearly double the rate foi men 

The number of women in state and federal prisons has increased seven-fold from 12,300 in 1980 to 
96.000 in 2002. 

43% of women prisoners are African American and 12% are Latinas. 

Women in state pnsons in 2001 were more likely than men to be incarcerated for a drug offense 
(32% VS. 20%) or property offense 1 15% 19%) and less likely than men to be incarcerated for a 
Molent offense (31% vs. 50%) 

In 1997, Latinas (44% ) and African American women (39%) were more likely to be incarcerated 
fur a drug offense than white women (23%). 

Three-quarters of women in state and federal pnsons report thai they had used drugs regularly prior 
to their arrest; over 60% had used drugs in the month prior to their offense. 

hi 1997. 65% of women in state pnsons were parents of minor children, compared to 55% of men 
Two-thirds of mothers incarcerated in state prison lived with their children prior to their anest 

Approximately 37% of women and 28% of men in prison had monthly incomes of less than > Ol 
prior to their arrest. 

Nearly a quarter of women in stale pnsons have a history of menial illness. 

Nationally 3 6% of women in state and federal prisons were HIV positive in 2000, compared to 2".. 
of men. Ihe women's figures range as high as IS. 2% in New York State and 41% in the District of 
Columbia. 

More than half of the women in state prisons have been abused, 47% physically abused and 39% 
sexually abused (with many being survivors of both types of abuse). 



Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics 
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Prisoners with Children 
/-< (c '' and Figun n at a Glance 



The growth of the prison system has dramatically impacted the lives ot millions ol 
children. In 1999, U.S. prisons held the parents of over 1.5 million children, an 
increase of over 500.000 since 1 99 1 . Mumola. C.J., "Incarcerated Parents and rheir 
Children", Bureau ol Justice Statistics Special Report (August 2000). 

The majority of women prisoners are mothers. An estimated 80.000 incarcerated 
mothers are parents to approximately 200.000 children under 18. African 
American children (7.0%) were neatly nine times more likely to have an 
incarcerated parent in prison than white children (0.8%). Similarly. Latino 
children (2.6%) were three limes as likely as white children to have a parent in 
| 'lit ii. Amnesty International. "Hot Pari ot My Sentence Violations ot the Human Rights ot 
women. [Washington. DC: Amnesty International. March IW/ and Bureau ot Justice 

Statistics. Incarcerated Parents and Their Children (Washington. DC. US Department ol Justice 
August 2000). 

In California. 1 95.000 children have a parent in state prison and another 97.000 
children have parents in county jail. The parents of 564.000 other children were 
on parole and probation, bringing the total number of California children with 
parents involved in the adult criminal justice system to 356.000. Simons. Chariene 
Wear. PhD.. "Children of Incaicerated Parents." California Research Bureau. Prepared At the 
Request of Assemblymember Kerry Mazzoni (March 2000). p 2, 

African American children (7.0%) were nearly nine times more likely to have an 
incarcerated parent in prison than white children (0.8%). Similarly, lahno 
children (2.6%) were three times as likely as white children to have a parent in 
prison. "Incarcerated Parents and Their Children". Bureau ot Justice Statistics Special Report 
(August 2000) 

Studies show that about one quarter of children remain with their fathers when 
the mother goes to prison, but nearly 9 out of 10 children remain with Iheir 
mothers when the father is incarcerated. Bureau of Justice statistics. Special Report: 
Women in Prison:. US Department of Justice, March 1990. 
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Women and The Drug War 
Foe's and Figures at a Glance 



From 1986 to 1996. the number of women sentenced to state prison for drug 
crimes increased fen fold (from around 2,370 to 23.700) and, in part, explains the 
huge increase in the imprisonment of women. Amnesty international. ■Not Part ot My 
Sentence: Violations ot the Human Rights ol Women in Custody" (Washington. DC: Amnesty 
International. March IW|. 

From 1 985 to 1 996. female drug arrests increased by 95%. while male drug arrests 
increased by 55% Federal Bureau of Investigation. Uniform Crime Reports 1985 (Washington 
DC: US Government Printing Ollice. 1986) and Federal Bureau ol Investigation. 1997 Uniform 
Ctime Report {Washington DC: US Government Printing Ollice. 1998). 

In 1994. a study lound that women were over-represented among those 
convicted of low -level drug-related crimes and. despite having no prior criminal 
histories, received sentences similar fo fhose convicted as "high level drug 

lets" undet the federal mandatory minimum sentenang laws. Deportment or 
Justice "An Analysis ol Nonviolent Drug Offenders with Minimal Criminal Histories." february l<?oj 

In 1995. a study found that one in three women incarcerated in a state prison 
and one in four women in a county jail served time for violating a drug law. The 
comparable figure for men was one in five for both prisons and jails. Amnesty 
International. "Not Part ol My Sentence: Violations of the Human Rights of Women in Custody" 
(Washington. DC. Amnesty International. March 1999). 

Between 1 990 and 1 996. (he number of women convic ted ot drug felonies 
increased by 37% (from 43.000 in 1990 to 59.536 in 1996). The number of 
convictions for simple possession increased 41% over that period, from 18.438 in 
1990 to 26.022 in 1996. Bureau ol Justice Statistics. Women Offenders (Washington. DC US 
Department of Justice. December 1999). 

In 1999. 72% of women in federal prisons and 33.7% of women in state prisons 
served time for drug-related Crimes. Bureau of Justice Statistics, women Offenders 
/Washing ion. DC: US Department ot Justice. December 1909) and Bureau ol Justice Statistics 
Prisoners in 2000 (Washington. DC: US Depl. ot Justice. August 2001). 

Regardless of similar or equal levels of illicit drug use during pregnancy, African 
American women are 10 times more likely lhan while women lo be reported to 
child welfare agencies for prenatal drug use. Neuspiei. D.R.. "Racism and Perinatal 
Addiction." Ethnicity and Disease. 6: 47-55 (1996). Chasnolf. I.J.. Landress. H.J.. & Barrett. ME. The 
Prevalence of Illicit-Drug or Alcohol Use during Pregnancy and Discrepancies m Mandatory 
Reporting in Pinellas County. Florida," New England Journal ot Medicine. 322. 1202-1206 {1990). 
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